
DONCASTER METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL 

 
31st MARCH, 2014 

 
 

A MEETING of the REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL was held at the CIVIC OFFICE, 

DONCASTER on MONDAY 31ST MARCH, 2014 at 2.00 PM 
 

PRESENT: 
 
Chair – Councillor Tony Revill 
 
Councillors Paul Wray, Richard Cooper-Holmes, Deborah Hutchinson, Ted Kitchen, 
Chris McGuinness, David Nevett, John Sheppard, Eric Tatton-Kelly and Yvonne 
Woodcock. 
 
Also in Attendance: 
 
Councillors Glyn Jones, Bill Mordue and Bob Johnson – Cabinet Members 
 
Peter Dale (Director of Regeneration and Environment) 
Gill Gillies (Assistant Director for Environment) 
Paul Morgan, AMEC 
Ian Brittain (St Leger Homes Performance and Improvement Service Manager) 
Julie Crook (St Leger Homes, Director of Corporate Services) 
Alan Lowther (Policy and Performance Manager) 
David Chorlton (Senior Policy and Performance Officer) 
 
APOLOGIES  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bob Ford, Ken Keegan and 
Jane Kidd and Paul Smillie (Unite) 
 

 ORDER OF BUSINESS ACTION 

   

75. In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 4, the chair 
proposed that the agenda order be changed to accommodate 
meetings officers were required to attend following the recent 
power surge in the building.  Quarter 3 Finance and 
Improvement report 2013/14 would follow the Cabinet Member 
Update. 

 

   

 RESOLVED that the agenda order, be amended. All to note 
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76. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

   

 No declarations of interest were made. All to note 

   

77. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5TH DECEMBER, 
2013 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th 
December, 2014, be agreed as a correct record and signed by 
the Chair. 

All to note 

   

78. PUBLIC STATEMENTS  

   

 There were no public statements made. All to note 

   

79. CABINET MEMBER UPDATE  

   

 The Panel received an update from the following Cabinet 
Members. 
 
Councillor Glyn Jones addressed the following: 
 

 Improvements to Council Housing Services including 
the transfer of 32 staff to St Leger Homes of Doncaster, 
responsible for homelessness prevention, right to buy and 
empty homes; 

 Housing Investment; 

 Sheltered Housing Schemes; 

 Gypsy and Traveller sites; 

 HRA land and assets review; 

 Extra care facilities at the Thompson and Dixon site in 
Edlington;  and 

 Housing and Communities Agency (HCA) delivery 
programme. 

 
Councillor Jones concluded by stressing that he was working 
hard to deliver improvements and openly discussed the 
following issues with the Panel. 
 
It was clarified that the proposed new build homes would 
predominantly be 2 bed with some 3 and 4 bed and 1 bed flats.  
 
The high costs of providing new pitches on gypsy and traveller 
sites was addressed and noted that although they were still 
very expensive costs had been reduced.  Members were 
reminded that to provide the correct standard of infrastructure 
on such sites was very expensive.  A Member of the Panel did 
suggest that the Gypsy and Traveller community could 
undertake the work themselves at their own cost.  It was 

 



stressed that the Council must go out to tender for works to be 
undertaken and the Gypsy and Traveller community was 
encouraged to bid for the tender. 
 
The Panel continued by addressing the planning appeals 
system and strength of evidence provided at gypsy and 
traveller site cases, particularly with regard to provision across 
the Borough. 

   

 Councillor Bill Mordue discussed the following areas: 
 

 Street lighting – consideration was being given to the 
introduction of a new lighting system which in the long 
term, per annum, could make a saving of £1.5m by 
reducing lighting between the hours of midnight and 
5.00am.  It was noted that the lighting system could be set 
manually or automatically.  For example, if the lighting had 
been reduced during the suggested night time hours, and 
the sensors detected an increase in traffic, the lighting 
would automatically brighten.  Trials on the lighting system 
had recently been undertaken in the Skellow area. 

 Bus Partnership – he stressed that the bus companies 
wished for the Council to higher their car parking fees in 
order to move people onto public transport, but the loss of 
revenue was an area of income that the Council could not 
support.  It was noted that the local authority owned less 
than 50% of car parks and concern was expressed that 
increasing car paring charges would lose patronage to 
private sector car parks.  He outlined there were 3 options 
that could be considered, one being to do nothing but he 
wished for progress to be made but stressed it would be 
difficult in such difficult economic climates.  He was sorry 
that he could not provide a more positive report and stated 
that a copy would be circulated to the Panel following the 
meeting; 

 Road conditions – a programme of works was being 
prepared; 

 Cycling Strategy – consideration was currently being 
given to the proposed introduction of cycling through 
pedestrianised areas. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  That the verbal reports, be received with thanks. All to note 

   

80. FINANCE AND PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT REPORT 
2013/14 – QUARTER 3 

 

   

 In support of the written report the Policy and Performance 
Manager highlighted the key finance and performance 
information issues as follows: 

 



 

 Asset savings target; 

 Surpassing the targets for new jobs; 

 Underspend on FARRRs, but due to the rolling 
programme would be forwarded to the 2014/15 budget; 

 Number of empty properties and effects of the new 
Council Tax regulations;  and 

 Investigating the down time of gully cleansing 
machines. 

 

To conclude, Members raised concerns over the lack of 
promotion of weddings in the Mansion House.  The Panel was 
assured that the communications team would be undertaking a 
large promotion over the Easter period as it was the first 
wedding ceremony to be undertaken on Easter Saturday. 

   

 RESOLVED:  that the report, be noted. All to note 

   

81. PRESENTATION – WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION 
CONTRACT OPTIONS 

 

   

 The Panel received a presentation from Paul Morgan, AMEC 
and the Assistant Director for Environment relating to the future 
waste and recycling collection contract options. 
 
Members were very grateful for the information and addressed 
the following areas: 
 

 Concern had been expressed by residents to 
Members in the Great North Road Ward that fly tipping and 
dirty gardens were a serious issue with residents 
requesting weekly black bin collections.  It was stressed 
that more recycling in home could be undertaken and in 
some areas it was simply lack of knowledge of services 
provided across the borough from separating waste in 
residents own homes to recycling centres; 

 Recycling centres – Councillors reported that they 
have received reports of staff at recycling centres not 
assisting elderly or less able people and asked if this could 
be addressed;  and 

 Asbestos – how was this recovered and dealt with.  It 
was agreed that a short information sheet would be 
provided to Members following the meeting. 

 
To conclude and in response to anxiety shown by some 
Members that the local authority would not be ready in time for 
the waste and recycling tender deadlines, it was suggested 
that a piece of work be undertaken by the panel over the 
summer as part of the consultation process. 

 



 RESOLVED:  that 
 
1. The report be noted; 
2. An information sheet on asbestos disposal be 

provided;  and 
3. The Panel undertake a piece of work on the waste and 

recycling contract over the summer period. 

 
 
 
Assistant 
Director for 
Environment 

   

82. ST LEGER HOMES OF DONCASTER QUARTERLY 
PERFORMANCE MONITORING REPORT 

 

   

 The Director for Housing Services, St Leger Homes outlined 
the organisation’s current performance position, highlighting 
that all 5 of the strategic priorities in the Annual Delivery Plan 
were on target, 1 within tolerance and 3 out of target. 
 
Members noted that there had been a considerable increase in 
arrears over the festive period, which had been expected, due 
to the rent free weeks being abolished.  The Tenant Support 
Officers were working hard to assist people that were being 
affected by the benefit reforms. 
 
With regard to void rent loss, it was acknowledged that the turn 
round time to relet a property was dependent on the amount of 
work required.  The Panel was pleased to note however that 
the rent loss figure had decreased for the sixth month in a row.  
It was also accepted that the company had set a stretching 
performance target. 
 
In response to a query raised it was explained that 96 tenants 
who had held tenancies for over 17 year had taken advantage 
of applying for a rental refund, through Housing Benefits, with 
adjustments currently being made. 
 
The Panel thanked the officers from St Leger Homes for their 
update.  

 

   

 RESOLVED:  that the report, be noted. All to note 

   

83. WORK PLAN  

   

 The Scrutiny Officer updated Members on the following areas 
relating to the Panel’s work plan: 
 
Strategy Working Group – minutes of the meeting from 21st 
January, were attached to the report for the Panel’s attention.  
Further to the meeting a briefing note updating the Panel on 
the Housing Strategy Refresh was also attached. 
Informal Panel meeting 21st January – DWP (Department of 
Work and Pensions) - Correspondence to and from the 

 



Executive relating to this meeting and minutes were attached 
at appendices D, E and F to the report for the attention of 
Members. 
 
Enterprising Doncaster Partnership Board 31st January - 
Minutes of the meeting had been circulated to Members in 
February. 
 
Informal Scrutiny Panel – Members were reminded that the 
informal scrutiny panel to consider the work plan for 2014/15 
had been scheduled for Monday 7th April, at 11.00am.  It would 
also be an opportunity for Members to give consideration to 
how Scrutiny would be changing in the forthcoming year. 
 
Update from Cabinet Member Councillor Bob Johnson 
 
Areas addressed included: 
 

 Loss of possible employment opportunities due to the lack 
of large sized industrial units.  It was noted that land 
availability was not an issue, it was readily available 
industrial unit stock that required addressing; 

 New business start-ups; 

 The importance of the inland port in creating economic 
growth; 

 Constant promotion of Doncaster area.  It was noted that a 
promotional video had been completed and ready for use 
in a number of areas;  and 

 Jet Ski Event Lakeside – Members were pleased with the 
success but asked that every measure be taken to ensure 
that wildlife was protected. 

   

 RESOLVED:  that the report, be noted. All to note 

 


